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It is with deep regret that 
the Nursery Board has 
had to phase out 
operation of the Altrusa 
Children’s Place in the 
Park childcare site at 
Fort Custer Industrial 
Park.  CPP closed on 
September 18. Cleanup 
and distribution of site 
equipment should be 
finished by October 15. 

This action was taken 
due to declining 
enrollment.  That decline 
was largely due to 
cutbacks in the number 
of employees at Fort 
businesses, which have 
been hit hard by the 
recession. The Nursery 
board looked at all 
possible actions that it 
could take to save the 

Fort center, but 
ultimately could not do 
so as expenses 
amounted to 
increasingly more than 
income at the site.  
Financial projections 
indicated that to keep it 
open would endanger 
the survival of the Kids’ 
Campus location as 
well.  

Over the last year, both 
sites cut expenses 
drastically.  Staff took 
voluntary pay cuts and 
every expense was 
scrutinized with an eye 
toward saving money.  
Ultimately the Board 
recognized that in order 
to assure the survival of 
our quality childcare 
program, one site would 

have to close. 

The Board is extremely 
grateful to Bobbie Zull 
for leading the Nursery 
through this difficult time 
with professionalism and 
grace. 
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Altrusa has chosen to 
support the needs of 
the Humane Society of 
Calhoun County for its 
"Make a Difference 
Day" project. 
The Humane Society in 
great need of many 
items.  

Their “Wish List” 
includes: 
- Towels and Blankets 
- Kitty Litter 
- Paper Towels 
- Dog toys 
- Bleach  
- Hot Dogs (no buns) 
for administering meds 

- Laundry Soap 
- Insulin syringes 
- Cat Toys 
To help, please drop off 
your donations at 
Capital Florist (19615 
Capital Ave NE, Battle 
Creek) or the Altrusa 
Kids Campus location  
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Please encourage your 
friends and neighbors 
to participate in this 
activity by donating to 
the Humane Society as 
well. 



Thank you to Leslie Hewitt for once 
again organizing a winter 
fundraiser – our annual Poinsettia 
Sale.  Members are encouraged to 
actively talk with their friends and 
other organizations and churches 
that might be looking for beautiful, 
natural Holiday decorations this 
year.  Leslie provides the following 
details about this year’s sale:  

The poinsettias are florist quality 
plants with 5-7 Blooms.                

The 6.5” plants are available for 
only $9.75 Per Plant, but there is a 
quantity discount on 25+ plants.  
They are available in Red, Pink,        
White, Jingle Bell (Reds), Marble             

(Pinks), and Variegated forms. 

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: 
Altrusa International, Inc. Of Battle 
Creek (can mail to 264 S. LaVista 
Blvd., Battle Creek, MI 49015, attn: 
Leslie Hewitt) 

Call: Leslie A. Hewitt at 269-979-
1411 X106 or Kathy Rhoades 269-
968-4247 for more information. 

ALL orders must be placed by 
November 6, 2009 (Payment may 
be made with order, BUT HAS TO 
BE PAID BEFORE DELIVERY.)  

Delivery date scheduled for 
December 7th (Pickup location 
Changes Hair Design)  
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If you have any questions about 
the sale, please ask Easter. 

We have found the Innisbrook 
products to be uniformly high in 
quality (Love their gift wrap!) and 
are once again are happy to 
sponsor this fundraiser and we 
appreciate Easter doing all of the 
hard work to make this project a 
success.   

two at the Lamplighter.  Altrusans 
who have worked this fundraiser 
report that it is fun, and little effort, 
considering the money that we can 
raise. 

Marilyn reports that all shifts have 
been spoken for during the 
weekend of October 8-11, but she 
still needs to fill a number of shifts 
for the next event, November 5-8.  
Contact her to sign up. 
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Marilyn Kosmowski has organized 
two more opportunities to work with 
the folks at the Lamplighter in 
Comstock to sponsor Charity Poker 
events.  The first two events raised 
a total of over $4,000 for Altrusa 
projects, so we are hopeful that the 
last two in 2009 will help the Club 
raise a substantial amount for our 
good works as well. 

Please volunteer to take a shift or  
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Easter Kennedy is currently 
working on our annual 
Innisbrook Gift Wrap sale.  
This has always been a 
popular and successful 
fundraiser for Altrusa and all 
members are encouraged to 
get a catalog from Easter and 
do their Christmas shopping 
early in its pages.  Easter 
would like the orders as soon 
as possible, but at least by 
the end of October, so that 
delivery can be made by 
Thanksgiving.   

 



We are proud and delighted to 
welcome Judy Montych to our 
organization.  Judy is a retired 
teacher, and we are very lucky that 
she has chosen to join us in our 
mission to promote literacy, 
education, and quality childcare in 
the Battle Creek community. 

Judy was installed on September 
23, 2009, and was sponsored by 
members Donna Jean Hazel and 
Amy South. 

Welcome, Judy!  
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On Tuesday, September 8, Battle 
Creek Altrusans chose to read good 
books to the children at our child care 
centers.  We’re not sure who enjoyed 
the reading time more – the children 
or our members, but it’s clear that a 
good time was had by all.  Pictured at 
left is Altrusan Anna Winger reading 
to a class at the nursery. 
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Mark your calendars for 
Wednesday, November 4 at 
noon.  Altrusa District 
Governor Kathy Carmack 
will be visiting us at our 
noon meeting at Burnham 
Brook.  Later she will tour 

Kids’ Campus and we will 
have a chance to show 
her our community and 
projects.  Welcome in 
advance, Kathy! 
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Anna Horn reports that Ruth 
is settling into her new 
residence at Heritage in 
south Battle Creek.  She 
enjoys visits from her Altrusa 
friends, and would love to 
see you. 

Beverly Simpson will be 
temporarily absent from our 
meetings while she 
completes her radiation 
treatments.  Although she 
can’t entertain visitors, we 
know that she would love to 

have you drop a note to 
her. 

 

Not everyone can 
experience beautiful Italy in 
the autumn.  We can’t wait 
to ask Donna Jean about 
her family vacation. 

Do you have any 
information or member 
notes for our next 
newsletter?  Please call or 
drop a note to Jane Ratner. 

 

Make a Difference Day, October 24, 2009 

 

Shari, Leslie, Donna, Judy and Amy at 
Judy’s installation. 

Don’t forget to check out our website at http://www.altrusaofbattlecreek.org.  Be sure to click on the “connect 
here for the latest news about Altrusans around the world!” link on the homepage to read about Altrusa 

activities in the news worldwide.  The news content changes daily. 


